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Background
Treatment of generalized aggressive periodontitis represents a challenge in periodontal therapy, especially with regard to the treatment of hopeless teeth. Establishing new therapeutical standards to extend treatment options aiming at tooth maintenance despite advanced periodontal attachment loss is crucial. This may decrease the number of implants placed in patients with elevated risk for periimplantitis. Our aim was to present a novel treatment approach to save teeth, which are scheduled for extraction according to current treatment standards.
Treatment
A 48 years old male patient was presented with severe generalized aggressive periodontitis. After completion of initial cause related therapy, all hopeless teeth were removed. At tooth Nr. 11, which was also indicated for extraction, a 15 mm deep periodontal pocket was detected and an intrabony defect was shown radiographically. Root canal treatment was performed prior to extraction. After gentle extraction the tooth was placed into physiological saline solution. Alveolar ridge preservation with a modified guided bone regeneration approach utilizing a long term resorbable membrane (Lamina, Tecnoss, Italy) and simultaneous connective tissue grafting was performed. Subsequently, the tooth was repositioned into the alveolar socket.  For postoperative splinting a fixed orthodontic appliance was bonded with H4 passive self ligating brackets (UL3-UR3 OrthoClassic) with double archwire (16x22 stainless steel, 014 NiTinol) for extended stabilization. During the healing period the patient was enrolled into supportive periodontal therapy.
Results and conclusion
The healing was uneventful. Clinical re-evaluation was performed 12 months postoperatively. No residual pocket was found at tooth Nr. 11. Moreover, no sign of inflammation (bleeding on probing) or compromised healing (ankylosis or resorption) was detected clinically and radiographically. 4 mm gingival recession occurred during healing. This procedure proved to be successful, thus replantation in combination with a modified alveolar ridge preservation may be an alternative for removal of teeth with a periodontally hopeless prognosis. 
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